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Science we studied nocturnal animals and are

First grade is off toa wonderful start. We beginning our outer space unit. Please send a
have been exploring our new reading books small recess snack, many students are pretty
and reviewing letters, sounds and color hungry by 11:30 and may need something to

words. We read Brown Bear, Brown Bear. In
math we have been reviewing our numbers
and counting and will soon begin addition.

carry them to lunchtime. Our daily mass is on
Thursday this year with all school mass still on

. - Friday.
We are slowly starting our writing workshop
sessions and adding poetry to our folder. In SIA
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We have developed our classroom rules and have siga  behavior and reward appropriate behavior. Students haveitfeemed
Golden Rule Pledge. Prior to coming up with our rules, wethat minutes may be lost from recess, that the notetwill be available for
discussed the Golden Rule andaivh means. . Lastwee  parent/teacher conferences, and that rewards will ba givhnose not
began tying in concepts of the 7 Habits with getting their name in the black book.

introduction to the third grade. For instance, “Begithwit  Homework Folder

the End in Mind” ties in well with my having the classlp This year, as mentioned in the open house letter, Wéeawising our three-
me create our class rules. What rules do we need in order ringed binder as a homework folder. Inside we have plagedssignment
for us to have a safe, productive classroom that foster book. Friday comment sheets will go home in this foldewell. My hope
learning for everyone? Many of the concepts also asldres is to help the third grade become organized and respoifailiteeir work.
how we might respond to given situations. My planisto Weekly Spelling Schedule

introduce these ideas as tools early in the school(fiest At the beginning of each week we will receive a newlspglist. On

week and a half). After that introduction, | hope to use the Monday we will take a pre-test to let students knowcWwhiords they need
concepts to help students throughout the year become to study. On Tuesday, we will have a “Take Home Task”(JltHat helps
independent thinkers who can organize their thoughts, timeus review our words. This will be homework and needs &idreed by a
and materials. | hope they can also learn how to éxhibi  parent. On Wednesdays we have a dictation test andday$our Final
good social/interpersonal skills with their classmates and test. This schedule will be modified when we are outlebsl for a day

those outside the classroom. like next week. (Ex. Pretest and THT on Tuesday, Dmtatn Thursday
Right now we are learning how to make transitions goemo and Final on Friday)

smoothly. Reading Logs

The Black Book Starting August 31 we will begin using our reading logs. s€haill

As a classroom management tool | am using “the black  document monthly, the reading we do outside of the classrodegin by
book.” Some parents may remember it from years pe asking for about 320 minutes a month (4 days a week fori2tes). This
the black book documents inappropriate behavior. The  will increase throughout the year. Once the requireduatrhas been
students or | write their name and write what behavior reached and a parent signs it, the reading log may beltirne

caused them to have to put their name in the book. Thank You for all the Support!

(examples include talking during SSR, running in the hall, Mrs. Wilson

interrupting others). | use this to help deter problem
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Dear Parents,

We have been busy in Science and
Math since school began, especially with
the labs that have been running in the
classroom! 5™ grade is attempting to grow
mold, 6™ has used lighted microscopes to
view both prepared slides and pond water,
and 8" grade has been testing temperature
tolerances with plant seeds.

| appreciate that all students returned
their classroom rule sheets with parent
signatures, which means that all Jr. High
parents are aware of academic
requirements.

We are well on our way into math for 5",
6", and 7" grades---with 8" doing Algebra
with Mrs. Loftus. 5" and 6" are doing

wonderful work in Religion; very giving and

and have been
learning lots
of new things.

Mrs. Neudecker

honest in class! 7" and 8" Art did really
splendid charcoal drawings last week—they
are on view in the Jr .High hallway, if you
are visiting in the building we invite you to
view their talents. In Literature, 7" and 8"
grades are learning the language and
customs of the Civil War era through the
book The Red Badge Of Courage.

I hope this year will prove to be both a

profound learning experience for your
children, and an encouragement to become
lifelong learners.

Mrs. Bonick
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This access to higher-order thinking allows children to
create solutions, improve academically and be
accountable for their own behavior. It empowers both
children and adults to respond rather than react to
life events.









