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Constitution

Pr e a m b l e

W e,  wh o  ha v e  be e n  ca l l e d  int o  the  di v i n e  life  of  ou r  Lo r d  Je s u s  Ch r i s t ,  rec o g n i z e  ou r  

se r i o u s  res p o n s i b i l i t y  to  br i n g  tha t  lif e  to  al l  pe r s o n s .   We  pro c l a i m  tha t  it  is  the  ob l i g a t i o n  

of  the  co m m u n i t y  of  be l i e v e r s  to  as s i s t  the  ind i v i d u a l  in  ca r r y i n g  ou t  hi s/he r  Ch r i s t i a n  

re s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .   We  kn o w  tha t  the  co m m u n i t y  pro v i d e s  es s e n t i a l  su p p o r t  for  its  

me m b e r s  in  the i r  tas k  of  br i n g i n g  the  Go s p e l  me s s a g e  to  the i r  br o t h e r s  an d  sis t e r s  in  

Ch r i s t .

W e  rec o g n i z e  tha t  the  cen t e r  of  ou r  Ch r i s t i a n  life  an d  its  nu r t u r e  tak e s  pl a c e  at  the  

pa r i s h  lev e l .   Vi a b l e  pa r i s h  life  an d  ren e w a l  de p e n d s  up o n  the  sh a r e d  res p o n s i b i l i t y  of  

pa s t o r  an d  lai t y .   We  as c e r t a i n  the  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l  as  the  st r u c t u r e  th r o u g h  wh i c h  the  

gif t s  of  the  lai t y  ar e  be s t  giv e n  ex p r e s s i o n .   Th e  Ho l y  Sp i r i t  sp e a k s  an d  ac t s  th r o u g h  the  

Pe o p l e  of  Go d .

AR T I C L E  I— N A M E

Th i s  or g a n i z a t i o n  sh a l l  be  kn o w n  as  the  St.  Pe t e r  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l .

AR T I C L E  II— P U R P O S E

Se c t i o n  1.   Fu n c t i o n  as  a  re p r e s e n t a t i v e  bo d y  res p o n d i n g  to  pa r i s h  fee l i n g s ,  de s i r e s ,  

an d  co n c e r n s ;  ins p i r e  fai t h ,  ha r m o n y ,  an d  cha r i t y  by  pr o m o t i n g  the  ste w a r d s h i p ,  

lea r n i n g ,  an d  sp i r i t u a l  gr o w t h  of  the  St.  Pe t e r  Co m m u n i t y .

S e c t i o n  2.   Se r v e  as  a  pe r m a n e n t  st r u c t u r e  for  dia l o g  be t w e e n  the  pa s t o r  an d  the  lai t y  of  

the  pa r i s h ,  so  tha t  the y  ma y  wo r k  tog e t h e r  in  clo s e  co l l a b o r a t i o n .

S e c t i o n  3.   Pr o v i d e  de c i s i o n- ma k i n g  lea d e r s h i p ,  co u n c i l ,  di r e c t i o n ,  res o u r c e s ,  an d  

en c o u r a g e m e n t  fo r  the  sp i r i t u a l  de v e l o p m e n t  of  al l  pa r i s h i o n e r s .

S e c t i o n  4.   To  con t i n u a l l y  as s e s s  the  ph y s i c a l  an d  sp i r i t u a l  ne e d s  of  the  pa r i s h ,  the  

com m u n i t y ,  an d  the  di o c e s e ,  an d  to  de v e l o p  an d  imp l e m e n t  pro g r a m s  ai m e d  at  fu l f i l l i n g  

tho s e  ne e d s .

Se c t i o n  5.   Se r v e  as  the  co o r d i n a t i n g  an d  ad v i s o r y  bo d y  for  al l  com m i s s i o n s ,  

or g a n i z a t i o n s  an d  gr o u p  ac t i v i t i e s  wi t h i n  the  pa r i s h .   



AR T I C L E  III — M E M B E R S H I P

Se c t i o n  1.   Me m b e r s  of  the  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l :

a. Th e  Pa s t o r  (ex-of f i c i o)  ha s  au t h o r i t y  to  en a c t  or  ve t o  cou n c i l  po l i c e s .

b. De a c o n s  of  the  Pa r i s h  wi l l  se r v e  as  ex- of f i c i o  me m b e r s  of  the  cou n c i l .

c. Th e  Sc h o o l  Pr i n c i p a l  (ex-of f i c i o  an d  no n- vo t i n g)  is  the  of f i c i a l  rep r e s e n t a t i v e  of  

the  Sc h o o l  as  its  ex e c u t i v e  of f i c e r .

d. Co m m i s s i o n  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e s  (non- vo t i n g)  sha l l  co n s i s t  of  on e  (1) re p r e s e n t a t i v e  

ap p o i n t e d  fro m  ea c h  pa r i s h  com m i s s i o n  to  se r v e  a  ter m  of  on e  (1) ye a r .  

e. El e c t e d  Me m b e r s  (vot i n g)  sha l l  co n s i s t  of  si x  (6) lay  me m b e r  rep r e s e n t a t i v e s  

ele c t e d  fro m  the  pa r i s h  to  se r v e  a  te r m  of  th r e e  (3) ye a r s  wi t h  a  pr o v i s i o n  ma d e  

for  rep l a c e m e n t  on  a  sta g g e r e d  ba s i s .  Tw o  (2) ne w  me m b e r s  sh a l l  be  el e c t e d  

ea c h  ye a r ,  so  tha t  at  an y  on e  (1) tim e  on e- th i r d  of  the  bo a r d  wi l l  be  se r v i n g  the i r  

fir s t  ye a r ,  on e- thi r d  wi l l  be  se r v i n g  the i r  se c o n d  yea r ,  an d  on e- thi r d  wi l l  be  se r v i n g  

the i r  thi r d  ye a r .  Th e  ter m  ye a r  wi l l  be  Jan u a r y  1 st thr o u g h  De c e m b e r  31 st . 

f. E l e c t e d  Me m b e r s  ma y  be  re-ele c t e d ,  se r v i n g  a  ma x i m u m  of  two  (2) con s e c u t i v e  

ter m s .  Af t e r  an  int e r i m  of  on e  (1) yea r ,  the y  reg a i n  fu l l  el i g i b i l i t y  for  el e c t i o n .

S e c t i o n  2.  Co n f l i c t  of  Int e r e s t :

a. No  ele c t e d  cou n c i l  me m b e r  wi l l  ha v e  a  me m b e r  of  hi s/he r  ho u s e h o l d  on  the  pa i d  

pa r i s h  or  sc h o o l  st a f f .

b. P a i d  pa r i s h  em p l o y e e s  an d  sc h o o l  st a f f  me m b e r s  wi l l  no t  be  el i g i b l e  for  el e c t i o n  

to  the  co u n c i l .  

c. No t  mo r e  tha n  on e  el e c t e d  me m b e r  of  a  ho u s e h o l d  wi l l  se r v e  at  a  gi v e n  tim e .  

AR T I C L E  IV — O F F I C E R S  OF  SA I N T  PE T E R  PA R I S H  CO U N C I L

Se c t i o n  1.   Of f i c e r s :

a. Th e  of f i c e r s  of  the  cou n c i l  sh a l l  co n s i s t  of  Pr e s i d e n t ,  Vi c e  Pr e s i d e n t ,  an d  

Se c r e t a r y .  An y  el e c t e d  bo a r d  me m b e r  wh o  ha s  se r v e d  fo r  on e  (1) fu l l  te r m  yea r  

is  el i g i b l e  for  el e c t i o n .  Al l  el e c t e d  me m b e r s  of  the  cou n c i l  ar e  el i g i b l e  to  vo t e  in  

the  an n u a l  ele c t i o n  of  of f i c e r s .  

b. Th e  Pr e s i d e n t  is  the  ex e c u t i v e  of f i c e r  of  the  Co u n c i l  an d  as  su c h  pr e s i d e s  at  al l  

me e t i n g s  of  the  Co u n c i l .   Th e  Pr e s i d e n t  ma y  be  ree l e c t e d  to  the  sa m e  of f i c e ,  no t  

to  ex c e e d  two  (2) con s e c u t i v e  yea r s .

c. Th e  Vi c e  Pr e s i d e n t  se r v e s  in  pla c e  of  the  Pr e s i d e n t  in  the  lat t e r ’ s  ab s e n c e  an d  

ha s  al l  pr i v i l e g e s  an d  res p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ac c o r d e d  thi s  of f i c e .   He/sh e  sh a l l  as s i s t  the  

Pr e s i d e n t  in  al l  of f i c i a l  ma t t e r s  an d  as s u m e  ot h e r  re l a t e d  du t i e s  as  as s i g n e d  by  

the  Pr e s i d e n t .



d. Th e  Se c r e t a r y  sha l l  ha v e  res p o n s i b i l i t y  for  of f i c i a l l y  re c o r d i n g  the  bu s i n e s s  of  al l  

me e t i n g s .   He/sh e  sh a l l  be  res p o n s i b l e  for  pu b l i s h i n g  an d  di s t r i b u t i n g  to  cou n c i l  

me m b e r s  mi n u t e s  of  al l  re g u l a r  an d  sp e c i a l  me e t i n g s  of  the  co u n c i l  an d  for  

sub m i t t i n g  a  su m m a r y  of  the  mi n u t e s  to  the  pa r i s h  bu l l e t i n  wi t h i n  tw o  (2) we e k s  

fol l o w i n g  ea c h  me e t i n g .

AR T I C L E  V— M E E T I N G S

Se c t i o n  1 .  Re g u l a r  Me e t i n g s :   

a. Re g u l a r  me e t i n g s  of  the  co u n c i l  sh a l l  be  he l d  on  a  mo n t h l y  ba s i s  or  les s  

fre q u e n t l y  if  no  co u n c i l  bu s i n e s s  is  pre s s i n g .

b. Al l  reg u l a r  me e t i n g s  of  the  co u n c i l  sh a l l  be  op e n  to  al l  me m b e r s  of  the  pa r i s h .  

Ho w e v e r ,  pe r s o n s  wi s h i n g  to  sp e a k  or  pre s e n t  vi e w p o i n t s  at  a  cou n c i l  me e t i n g  

mu s t  su b m i t  a  wr i t t e n  re q u e s t  to  the  co u n c i l  Pr e s i d e n t  at  lea s t  thr e e  (3) da y s  pr i o r  

to  the  me e t i n g  in  ord e r  to  be  pl a c e d  on  the  ag e n d a  an d  to  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  

di s c u s s i o n .   Al l  pe r s o n n e l  ma t t e r s  sha l l  be  di s c u s s e d  du r i n g  ex e c u t i v e  se s s i o n s .

S e c t i o n  2.   Sp e c i a l  Me e t i n g s :  
a. Th e  Pr e s i d e n t  or  the  Pa s t o r  on  thr e e  (3) da y s  no t i c e  to  ea c h  ele c t e d  co u n c i l  

me m b e r  ma y  ca l l  sp e c i a l  me e t i n g s  of  the  cou n c i l .   Th e  pu r p o s e  of  the  me e t i n g  

sha l l  be  sta t e d  at  the  tim e  of  the  ca l l.   Sp e c i a l  me e t i n g s  sha l l  al s o  be  ca l l e d  at  the  

wr i t t e n  re q u e s t  of  an y  thr e e  (3) ele c t e d  me m b e r s  of  the  co u n c i l .

S e c t i o n  3.   Qu o r u m :   

a. A t  al l  re g u l a r  an d  sp e c i a l  me e t i n g s  of  the  co u n c i l ,  two- th i r d s  of  the  vo t i n g  

me m b e r s  of  the  cou n c i l  sh a l l  co n s t i t u t e  a  qu o r u m  for  the  tra n s a c t i o n  of  bu s i n e s s .

S e c t i o n  4.   At t e n d a n c e :  
a. El e c t e d  me m b e r s  ar e  ex p e c t e d  to  at t e n d  al l  reg u l a r  me e t i n g s .   Th r e e  (3) 

un e x c u s e d  ab s e n c e s  wi t h i n  on e  (1) yea r  wi l l  re s u l t  in  te r m i n a t i o n  of  me m b e r s h i p .  

Th e  can d i d a t e  ha v i n g  re c e i v e d  the  ne x t  hi g h e r  nu m b e r  of  vo t e s  in  the  las t  

ele c t i o n  wi l l  be  ap p o i n t e d  to  fil l  the  rem a i n d e r  of  the  ter m .

AR T I C L E  VI — P O L I C I E S



Se c t i o n  1.   Al l  po l i c i e s  of  the  cou n c i l  ar e  for m a l  ad v i s e m e n t  to  the  pa s t o r  an d  sha l l  be  

ar r i v e d  at  by  ge n e r a l  co n s e n s u s  or  vo t e  of  the  co u n c i l .   In  the  ev e n t  of  a  con f l i c t ,  the  

cou n c i l  ma y  ap p r o a c h  the  Di o c e s a n  Pr o c e s s  of  Me d i a t i o n  an d  Ar b i t r a t i o n .

AR T I C L E  VI I  –  CO M M I S S I O N S

Se c t i o n  1.  Th e  pa r i s h  co u n c i l  sh a l l  es t a b l i s h  the  fo l l o w i n g  fou r  com m i s s i o n s :  Wo r s h i p-

Sp i r i t u a l  De v e l o p m e n t ,  So c i a l  Co n c e r n s ,  Ch r i s t i a n  Ed u c a t i o n ,  an d  Adm i n i s t r a t i o n  in  

ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  the  Di o c e s a n  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l  Gu i d e l i n e s  an d  Di r e c t i v e s .

AR T I C L E  VI I I  --CO M M I T T E E S

Se c t i o n  1.  W i t h  the  ap p r o v a l  of  the  cou n c i l ,  the  Pr e s i d e n t  ma y  de s i g n a t e  co m m i t t e e s  

an d  ap p o i n t  me m b e r s  the r e t o  to  fun c t i o n  as  au t h o r i z e d  an d  di r e c t e d  by  the  co u n c i l .  

Ea c h  com m i t t e e  sha l l  be  de s i g n a t e d  as  ei t h e r  a  sta n d i n g  or  ad- ho c  co m m i t t e e .

S e c t i o n  2.  Th e  cha i r p e r s o n  of  ea c h  co m m i t t e e  sh a l l  se e  tha t  ap p r o p r i a t e  re c o r d s  are  

kep t  of  al l  com m i t t e e  me e t i n g s  an d  sha l l  re p o r t  to  the  co u n c i l .

S e c t i o n  3.  Th e  Ex e c u t i v e  Co m m i t t e e  wi l l  co n s i s t  of  the  Pa s t o r ,  Pr e s i d e n t  an d  Se c r e t a r y  

an d  is  ch a r g e d  wi t h  pre p a r i n g  an d  pu b l i s h i n g  an  ag e n d a  for  ea c h  pa r i s h  co u n c i l  

me e t i n g .  

AR T I C L E  IX — D E A N E R Y  RE P R E S E N T A T I O N

Se c t i o n  1.  Sa i n t  Pe t e r  Pa r i s h  sh a l l  ha v e  a  De a n e r y  rep r e s e n t a t i v e  an d  alt e r n a t e  

re p r e s e n t a t i v e  wh o  sh a l l  rep o r t  to  the  pa r i s h  co u n c i l  an d  ca r r y  inp u t  to  an d  fro m  the  

Me x i c o  De a n e r y .

AR T I C L E  X— R U L E S  AN D  RE G U L A T I O N S

Se c t i o n  1.  Th e  Co n s t i t u t i o n  an d  By- La w s  sh a l l  be  rev i e w e d  an n u a l l y  an d  rev i s e d  if  

ne c e s s a r y .   An y  cha n g e s  or  am e n d m e n t s  ma d e  the r e t o  sha l l  be  in  con f o r m a n c e  wi t h  

Di o c e s a n  reg u l a t i o n s .



Se c t i o n  2.  Th e  Sa i n t  Pe t e r  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l ,  by  a  two- th i r d s  vo t e ,  sha l l  ha v e  the  po w e r  to  

re c o m m e n d  cha n g e s  to  the  Co n s t i t u t i o n .

S e c t i o n  3.  Th e  Sa i n t  Pe t e r  Pa r i s h  Co u n c i l ,  by  a  sim p l e  ma j o r i t y ,  sh a l l  ha v e  the  po w e r  to  

re c o m m e n d  cha n g e s  to  the  By- La w s .  

Ap p r o v e d  an d  Ad o p t e d — M a y  26,  1985   

Re v i s e d — O c t o b e r  20,  199 3

Re v i s e d — J u n e  27,  2008

This Constitution shall take effect after all required signatures are affixed.
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